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Growing Leaders Today For Tomorrow
Leadership Oconto County is a program of the Oconto County
Economic Development Corporation (OCEDC). The goal of
the leadership program is to build a pool of citizens with
broad knowledge of the ideas, issues and concerns faced by
our local communities. It is hoped that as the participants
become aware of the challenges and the many existing
resources they will take leadership and active participation
roles in helping to meet those challenges.

WHAT'S INSIDE THIS
ISSUE?
Program Overview
Review of session 7
preview of session 8

Overview
We are in the final months of the inaugural program and the
Steering Committee could not be more thrilled about the success
of the program and the development of our participants. As the
regular class sessions come to an end, substantial work is being
done by various sub-committees in order to make next year even
better! Thanks to the many sponsors and donations, we have
been able to support all of the program needs this year. If you or
someone you know is interested in being a sponsor, please
contact Katie Pecha (katie.pecha@hshs.org). Additionally, we’re
always recruiting class participants because there is always a
need for great local leadership. More information on application
deadlines and sponsorship opportunities will be shared as they
become available. Check out our Facebook page or visit us
online: www.leadershipoc.com Spring is here and so is
graduation! You’ll see certificates of achievement soon! Happy
Spring!

Review of Session 7
At 5AM on March 7th, a sleepy group of LOC participants and
steering committee members boarded a bus for an amazing day
at the State Capitol in Madison. There participants met some of
their elected officials and learned about the various functions of
state government. Of particular interest were sessions with a
Supreme Court Law Clerk and a Policy Advisor from the
Governor’s office who offered a window into these important,
but seldom experienced governmental functions. Another
interesting opportunity came when we were joined by two
Senatorial Chiefs of Staff who provided unique insight into the
behind-the-scene activities of the legislature and their work. Our
very full day was capped off with a tour of the capitol and a
relaxing bus ride back to Oconto Falls.

"I gained a better
understanding of
our state issues
and how the
supreme court
works."

Preview of Session 8
April is National County Government Month - and that theme
fits perfectly with the last chapter in our book, Leadership is
Everyone's Business. The session will focus on everyone's ability
to lead. Leadership is not a quality you are born with....it is a
skill you learn. "We often think of leadership as something big
and grand, but based on my experience, I think real leadership
is everywhere and in the daily moments. We all have several
opportunities in our daily lives to seize the moment and be the
leaders we can be. Each and everyone of us has a choice to
be that leader." (The Leadership Challenge) Many of the most
influential leaders don't even know they are leading. Yet their
actions speak so loudly in the community we can't help but
follow the sound of their voice. In session 8, participants will
meet with local leaders - elected and volunteer - who help form
our communities. They will learn how average people stood up
and said yes when asked to fill a local need. At the end of the
day, we hope the question each participant asks themselves,
"Am I better today than I was yesterday, and how will I be even
better tomorrow?"
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"I really enjoyed
the time and I felt
it was very useful
and well worth the
time. I learned
that the senators
are more
available to the
general public
then I thought."

