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Leadership Oconto
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Growing Leaders Today For Tomorrow
Leadership Oconto County is a program of the Oconto County
Economic Development Corporation (OCEDC). The goal of
the leadership program is to build a pool of citizens with
broad knowledge of the ideas, issues and concerns faced by
our local communities. It is hoped that as the participants
become aware of the challenges and the many existing
resources they will take leadership and active participation
roles in helping to meet those challenges.
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Steering Committee Recap
The Steering Committee is excited to announce that the Request For Proposals (RFP) for projects for the 20202021 class has been posted. This will enable us to access needs in our communities that we may not be aware
of and present them to the class participants as possible project ideas. You can find the RFP at the end of this
newsletter, on our website (leadershipoc.com), or on our Facebook page. We look forward to reading the
proposals!
At the end of February we will be meeting to begin planning for next year's class. We have gained valuable
insight and ideas in the first two years of programming that we anticipate will make year three the best one yet!

"Lean on
others."
Recap of Recent Sessions
We've done all sorts of exciting things since our last update!
In December we learned all about local elected officials
and visited the Oconto County Law Enforcement Center and
City of Oconto Police and Fire Station.
Then in January we focused on the issues our county faces
relating to disabled, elderly, food insecure, and low income
populations. We toured New View Industries, The Cottages
at Meadowlands, and Kingdom Come Food Pantry. Various
speakers from the Oconto County Department of Health and
Human Services, NEWCAP, and the Marinette and Oconto
Counties Literacy Council shed light on these topics also.
In February our focus turned to gaining a deeper
understanding of k-12 education. The group visited two
Oconto County school districts, Lena Public Schools and
Oconto Falls School District. We were able to tour the
schools and hear a bit about the advantages and
challenges for both small and medium-sized schools in
Wisconsin. We walked away learning about some of the
things that we didn't know about schools and how we can
support them in our communities.

-Ben Pytleski,
Superintendent of
the Lena Public
School District

Preview of Upcoming Sessions
Madison here we come! In March we will be heading to Madison to learn about our state government.
Participants will tour the capitol and meet with State Senators and Representatives of Oconto County to
discuss the legislative process and issues relevant to Oconto County. Later they will meet with a Supreme
Court Justice to learn about the high court and cases the court could be asked to hear in 2020. Lastly, the
participants will have an informal Q&A session with a policy advisor from the Governor’s office to discuss
policy issues important to our county and state.

April's session will focus on economic development and the agriculture industry. We will be touring local
manufacturers and dairy facilities to learn about their operations and businesses. Also joining us will be a
representative from the Wisconsin Department of Workforce Development to update us on relevant
findings from the 2019 Annual Report that was recently published.
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"I am amazed
at the
opportunities
to create
future life
skills at our
high schools.
The level of
technology in
the schools
has changed
enormously to
give kids a
path to
succeed."

