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Growing Leaders Today For Tomorrow
Leadership Oconto County is a program of the Oconto County
Economic Development Corporation (OCEDC). The goal of
the leadership program is to build a pool of citizens with
broad knowledge of the ideas, issues and concerns faced by
our local communities. It is hoped that as the participants
become aware of the challenges and the many existing
resources they will take leadership and active participation
roles in helping to meet those challenges.
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Steering Committee Recap
The Steering Committee is gearing up for our first virtual session! Due to the recent restrictions in place due to
the COVID-19 pandemic, we had to make the difficult decision to cancel our April session, but we are ready to
hold our next session in early May using the Zoom platform. While this is new territory for us, we are looking
forward to growing and learning in this new environment...and to getting back to normal very soon! This year's
graduation ceremony has been postponed because we, as a Steering Committee, feel it is very important to
hold this event in person to honor the hard work all of the participants have put in over the last nine months. We
will keep you posted on when the ceremony will be rescheduled.

We have decided to transition our newsletter from a monthly publication to a quarterly publication. As always,
we look forward to keeping you up to date with how the program is proceeding and what's next!

Even in these uncertain times, we are looking forward to the upcoming Class of 2020-2021! If you are
interested in sponsoring our program or know of a great candidate who should apply, please visit our website at
leadershipoc.com or email pehrfurth@ocontocounty.org.

Wishing you all peace and good health during this time of new challenges, growth, and adaptation!

March Recap
At 5 AM on March 5th, a sleepy group of LOC participants and steering committee members boarded a bus for
an amazing day at the State Capitol in Madison. There participants met some of their elected officials and
learned about the various functions of state government.

Of particular interest were sessions with Supreme Court Justice Brian Hagedorn and Policy Advisors from the
Governor’s office, all who provided a unique window into these important, but seldom experienced,
governmental functions.

Another interesting opportunity came when we were joined by our Senators and Representatives who provided
first-hand insight into the behind-the-scene activities of the legislature and their work. Our very full day was
capped off with a tour of the capitol and a trip to The Great Dane before heading back to Oconto County.

May Preview
Our May session may not find us physically in the same location, but we will be convening online to learn
about agriculture, industry, and economic development in Oconto County. Participants will hear from a
panel of local industry leaders and get an update from the Wisconsin Department of Workforce
Development. The class will also discuss ways to bring their projects to fruition in spite of the current
social restrictions that are in place. We are looking forward to a great session with our local business
leaders!
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